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Dear AILA member, 

The main purpose of the AILA Bulletin, whose first number 
we have the pleasure of sending you, is to be be­
tween the AILA and its national affiliates, and between 
all AILA members, 

It will contain information on the AILA activities. These 
are some main headlines, 

- The AILA Calendar - What meetings a re going to take place 
in the field of applied linguistics? 

- Commissions, working parties etc. set up in the and 
its affiliates {associations, working commissions, cen­
tres), indicating names and addresses of responsibles, 
in order to permit direct contact for exchange of infor­
mation and for collaboration 

- Minutes from the ·meetings of the Committee, incl. 
the preparations for the next Congress 

- Summarized reports from the AILA affiliates concerning 
meetings, commission work etc. 

- Letters from our affiliates and members 

The AILA Bulletin will appear 5-6 times a year, on the 
condition that the national affiliates and individ­
ual AILA members send in contributions. It is printed at 
the AILA Secretariat, and re-distributed by the affiliates, 
which get it free of any charge. If you do not get your 
copy of the AILA _Bulletin, contact your national AILA af­
filiate (we give the list in this number). 

This first number contains the main items according to the 
Index. In the next numbers, we hope to be able to present 
to you the structure and activities of our different na­
tional affiliates, particular l y mentioning their commis­
sions. 

Dear AILA member, please bear in mind that this link can 
only function if you give it your contribution, sending us 
information about what your are doing, or planning to do, 
or what . problems you are dealing with. The Secretariat will 
welcome all kinds of suggestions concerning the way in 
which your own bulletin should be run. 

The Secretariat 

Bertil Malmberg Max Gorosch 
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Professor Dr. M.A. 
University of Stuttgart. 

Report on the Second International Congress of Applied 
Linguistics at Cambridge, 8th to 12th September, 1969 

I Introduc tory Remark 

1. General Outlines 

The Second AILA Congress, held in Cambridge at the invitation 
of its British Section, the British Association of Applied Lin­
guistics, and i mpeccably organized by Mr. J .L. M. Trim has made 
it q_uite clear how vitally important the field of applied lin­
guistics has now becom e theoretical linguistics. In 
his closing report Mr, Trim pointed out that the Congress had 
been attenqed by mor e than 650 persons from over ·50 different 
countries .• These impressively demonstrate the current 
world-wide interest in the subject. 

The Congre s s made clear that modern linguistics is no longer 
as iso],ated as it was some decades ago. In recent years many 
fruitful contacts with other disciplines have been made. It was 
pleasant to see during the Congress how active the part is 
which neighbouring disciplines have taken in . encouraging these 
contacts. 

Here we can m~re ly sketch the ex t ent to which the field 
known as applied linguistics has expanded during the fiv e years 
sinco the foundation of the AILA i~Nancy. In 1964 t here was. 
a lively discussion on the extent to which tho applicat ions of 
appli ed linguistics bearing on teaching practice should form 
par'\; of the AILA programme. At that time it was that the 
two pillars of should be 

a) the application of lingu .istics to teaching, particularly 
to teaching , 

b) th~application of linguistics as computational linguis­
tics. 

to which this programme has expanded was made 
apparent by the of offered at the Congress. 

Ther e were e ight plenary s0ssions dealing with applied lin­
guistics in the ·narrow e r sense and with a wide rang e of 
topic~, such as neurolinguistics, sociolingu istic s, technology 
of languag e learning, communicat i ons enginee ring, etc . The num­
ber of sections had to be expaned to 14 in order to cope with 
this wide variety of subject - matters , 

The princip a l object of the Congress was in the words of 
Mr. Trim 

" to bring linguists along with repr e sentatives 
of other disciplines, with the various problems 
of socia l engineering in the language field ." 
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It was apparent that the great variety of research in vari­
ous fields of applied is in urgent need of better 
coordination in order 

1) to ensuru the research activities an optimum of produc­
tivity, and 

2) to make possible: an optimal utilization of research re-
sults in teaching practice. 

It was also apparent that thllSG aims would have a far greater 
chance of being r ealized if there wero more centres for applied 
linguistics in the various countries conc e rned. A model of such 
institutions is tha Contor for Applied Linguistics in Washington, 
USA. A proposal in this dirl:lction was made by tho Council of 
Europe a few y1:1ars ago and is now being over more cl&arly artic­
ulated. 

The tasks~f such an institution would include the documen­
tation of work completed and work in progress, tho setting up 
and coordination of r e s~arch programmes, contacts with individ­
uals and bodies financing projects, the coordination of re­
search results, and work connoctc;d with th.: pedagogical explo­
itation of such rvsults. Tho latter task would include the pro­
vision of special further training courses for profossions 
which could profit from the r<1sults of r,3search in lin­
guistics, e . g. for e ign-language t eac hers, interpret ors, trans ­
lators, etc. and would normally bo carried out in conjunction 
with oducation authorities in tho countri1:1s concorned. The work 
of coordination of such institutes would be carried out at both 
a national and international levul. 

II Plenary Sessions 

The starting point of Bertil Malmberg's "Tho 
Applications of Linguistics" was the relationship betwee n theory 
and practice in tho fiold of linguistics. Two main points on in­
terest to applic.d linguistics wer e made: 

a) the selection of the object of res earch taking account of 
its relevance for practical applications . 

b) The scientific analysis or comparison of various practic­
al procedures . 

Point b), in particular, l od to a detailed discussion of the 
pros and cons of the method in language t\3aching, of the 
contribution which structurally ori entat ed linguistics can make 
in speech therapy, of thu part the linguist can play in improv­
ing the cultural lot of minorit i es . The necessity of taking 
account of the structure of the mothl:lr tongue in foreign-lang­
uage toaching hero - as it did on many other 
occasions during the Congress. 

J. Fishman1s paper on "Th;; Uses of Sociolinguistics " dealt 
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with the part can play in "planning for a better 
world". The relevanc e of language planning and of the develop­
ment of writin g systems f or l anguages without alphabets in 
raising the cultur al standards peoples in question were 
discusse d in de 

A new fiel d was opene d up for many attend ing the Congress 
by H. Hecaen•s paper on "LR Ueurolinguistique de 11Adulte", 
which succeedod in hov, successfully linguistic methods 
and models be ing used today in medicine to overcome speech­
defec~s. 

The interdepend e nce of GpEc:och r0search and linguistic theory 
from the point of v5.evr of communication theory was commented 
on by K. Stev~ns in bis on "Linguistic Factors in Com­
munications 

The 8th and last ple;nary se:::sion wao devoted to "Future 
Prospects for Applied the chairman of the 
various sections of the Congr ess summarized findings, the pres­
ent state of r esearch, and imminent proble"Tls to be solved in 
their special fields. 

III As for tho this report must con­
fine · itself to presenting tho most important subjects of tho 
sessions an·d must concentrate on general underlying problems 
and trends . 

Thus, fact that devoted to Lin is-
Prof. J. 

demonstrates the s1.nc0re endeavours of present-day linguistics 
to overcom e gap botwo en the domains of literature and lin­
gu.istics by means of a special branch·11 i thin the domain of 
applied linguistic s . On the othur hand the fact that all pa-
pors delivuro d in. _this _section concentrated on the of 

w~rks of art not to speak of minor 
prose li t ora1,ur o i nd.icatos that the mutual approach between 
literaturE.: and ha s r e ached a stage which is still 
far from moru could be done here by dev el­
oping the methods of t cxtu,'.11 o.nalysis and paramotrical seman­
tics bas e d on fr0quency and distribut ion of empirical data. 
Only then will lin gu. b-:; to five valuabl e clues to 
the interpretation of lite rar y tuxts . Altogether 5 papers .) 

In section of t exts (Section- Leader 
Dr. R.A. Wesby tho problu rr.s ve d 1.n 0stablishing a firm 
linguistic · b a sis for res earch int o semant ics became quit e 
obvious again. A st'.t'iking examp l e may be provided by tho com­
puter definition of a word as "an .::ntity bGtween two blank 
spaces". A means for contr ac tin g thi s disadvantage was provided 
by a l oct urd on "The Use of the Comput e r in a Study of the 
Vocabul a ry of Prasi don t d.; Gaull e ' s Spee ches". Tho concord­
ancGs for the i ndividu a l words l oad on to the next stago of 
establishing multipl e concordancos for groups of words. _ 
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A paper on "Content Analysis from a Semantic Point of View" set 
out from current studios which use tho method of the s emantic 
diff e rential as develop ed by Osgood-Suci-Tann enbaum in order 
to get indic ato r s fo r the as sociativu and connotativ e aspect of 
the moaning of words and wont on to tho endeavo ur s of the IBM 
Watson Rosoarch conc e:rning tho of attitud o s 
of pGople to words without referenc e to associational or othor 
psychological data . Thi s s1::oms to havo a prospective 
bearing on political, sociological, and psych ological r<:search, 
Of particular int <:r e st to the t oacho r of foreign languag e s must 
have bo0 n the papCJr on "Autom at i c Essay-Grading by Comput.::r". 
(Altogeth ur 6 pap ers.) 

in f 
1 ( 

_ _ _ ir s t 
carninp; Section-L eader Dr. D. out with thu 

rolationship b0twe .:n linguistic and psycho logical modols of lan­
guage b0hav iour a.nd thu evaluation of their relationship, r est­
ing upon th"-'naturo of rul os and the, natur u of strat egius. Tho 
selfsam u distinction butwco n rull- s·and to 
a detailed discussion on th.:: theory of complexity, 
the language acquisition and bE:itweon 
compot1:1nce and purformanco. Tho discussions wunt on to the 
probl om of what could possibly bo innat o , tho dcv0lopm c nt of 
philological systems anp. -the ir r0lation to infant babbling, the 
dovE:lopm ent of lingui stic catugorization in the child and the 
problem of lit0ra cy . (8 papors.) 

second 
learning (scction-L oador Prof. P. a widur scop e . 
It contr ed about tho old distinction between what Harold Palm e r 
would have call ~d spontaneous ca pacities and studial capacities, 
i.o. the habit th.:::ory and the cognitiv e-code learn­
ing the ory. The of psych ology for a p-

linguistics had often be,:)n str essed. in variou _s sc,c:tions. 
The missi ng link in this triangle , connocting soc iology and 
psychology, was by a papor on "Socio-Ps ychologica l 
Probl ems in Langu age Ll>arn ing a_nd Problems _r(;.lating 
to psycholinguistic univ e rsals in thG r eading process; modia­
tion and control in l earning, etc . tried not 
only to und 6rstand tho procoss of langu age acquisition, but 
also to deve lop strategius for tuaching . (21 pap e rs.) 

(Sec tion­
Load e r Prof~G. Fa nt). Tho thuor otical and practical papers of 
this section mainly to of linguistic ca­
tt3gories to speuch productio n and r o c1;;ption. A link to tho pre­
ceding section was provi ded by the contribution conc erning 
psycholinguistic univ orsals in the: r ~ad ing Consid 0r-
ing the growing amoun t of lit uratur c .. which the mod­
orn l anguago stud >Jnt and tea chur havu to face, th0 ne coss ity of 
d~velQping of fast0r ru adin g be comes moro and more 
urgent. As for thu first s tagus of tbu 0f r uading, 
prese nt-d ay t ext book s ar u still lacking sufficient linguistic 
ori e ntation. (10 papors.) 
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The common f eature of 
(Section-L eader Mr, R,A. Becher) was th13 emphasis of the multi -
medi a approach. Thu int e r act i on by radio, tel evision, 
the langua g..:: laboratory and othe r media was discussed in minut e 
do tail. An link to the seco nd section was provided 
by the r eports on thu attempts to provid o computational aids for 
tho teaching of l anguages . Critllriu for thu eva luation of both 
the diffuront kinds of l anguage l abo r atories and teach ing pro­
grammes wero providud for th0 d iroct usu of thu language t e ach-
0r . (28 papers.) 

(Soction-L cado r 
Dr. A. Hood Roburt s was closely linked to tho soction, 
and dual t _with thl'.l do s ign of language textbooks, the difforen­
tiation of languag e toaching matu rial s according to sociological 
criteria (teaching of foreign l anguagos t o immigrant children, 
to pupils from undor-developod countrios, etc.), the inter­
action betwoen physical movom'3nts and verbal stimuli, which 
had already been stress13d by G.A. Firth, orthography and tho 
audio-lingual approach, etc. Quite a number of modern lan age 
courses and materials were critically accessed . (20 

had a direct bearing on the practice on 
teaching was devoted to teaching 

methodolofiY·The first session of this section was character­
ized by the r elation between general linguistics and applied 
linguistics, discussions centering around the degree, which 
general lingu~~tics c~ail!ls can_ in actual language 
teaching. Within this framework pr_oblems such as the inte­
gration of transformational grammar in applied linguistics, the 
value of programmed learning, the contribution of phonetics to 
foreign-language were discussed. The l ast meeting of 
this section, which gavc, surveys of fashionable approac~es in 
various countries was of particular interest to the interna-
tional papers .) 

Linf{uistic 
thera:p-:r (Section-Lead e r Prof. S. Smith) centered around problems, 
which had already b~e·n indicated in the s0cond plenary sess ion. 
Both developmental and a phasic were consid e red accord­
ing to 1 ine s 1 s.id dovm by of linguistics into phi-
lology, morphology, semantics . (7 papers.) 

Another link to · secti"on II, comput at ional linguistie:s, was 
provided by Section (Cha irman Dr . P. Wexler). 
The focus of this section was the structural design of a die­
tion a ry correspondi ng to the a chievements of present-day ling­
uistic theory. I;>issatisfi ed with the traditional ways of de­
fining words by moans of psoudosynonyms, pictures, whole sen­
tences, so-called "equivalent words" from other languages, the 
participants of this section advocated a dynamic -sort of dic­
tionary, which would have to be based on denotational f ea tures 
as well as on syntactic properties and which would have to be 

absorb any change in usage. Such a task, howevC:r, can 
only bu achieved by means of o. dictionary scored by a compute r. 
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An economic system to ease the way of looking up entri es in 
suc h a comput e rize d dictionary is still to be developed a s well. -
A kind of second focus of th i s section was provi ded by pape rs 
rel ating to a c t ive and passive voc abulary of monolin gua l and 
bilingu a l chil dren and to vocabul ary acqu i sition of the child 
in gene ral. ( 14 paper s . ) 

Sect ion f contribut ed to a field of growing import ance: 
test mate ri a ls (St:ction -Leade r Dr. A. Davies). The 

va rious sugg e_stions for both apt it uue and proficiency tests 
were disc uss ed in detail . As had been shown by the seventh pl e ­
na ry session, higher keys of difficul ty , as founded on purely 
linguistic principl e s, have to be by other cri­
t e ria such as psyc ho lingui st ic considerations. Similar to sec­
tion VII this section was by a critical e valuation 
of certain test avail ab l t:: fo r to stinf bo th 
in th1.:1 mother tongue a nd in for e i gn langu agos . 18 pape r s .) 

Sect ion XI Measurument and cl assif icat ion of s econd lan~ua~o 

( ) error Section -Leade r Mr. S.P. Cord e r was c l osely rolatod to 
section X. Linguistic, psychological and pedagogical efforts 
were combined in order to a rrive at a reli able, multi - dimen ­
sion a l basis for the classif i cat ion of st uden ts ' errors . As was . 
to be expected close links between the lin guis t ic doma in of the 
topic of this section and one of the youngest offsprings of 
applied linguistic s , contrastive l ingui st ics, could be t r a ce d 
everywhere. (7 papers . ) 

a field neglected at many Euro­
pean un1.versit1.es, was made the subj ect of 

) tion-Le a der Prof. W. Wilss. One of the central themes of this 
section was the endeavours to adapt present-day linguistic the­
ories to the requireme nts of t ranslators. How much still rema­
ins to be done in this sphere was shown by the wide range of 
papers offered in this section: the presentations varied from 
the importance of information theory to translating, compo ­
nential approaches to the meaning of so- calle d synonyms and 
their "equivalent words" in other langu age s to the pl ace of 
translation in the teaching of Engli s h as a forei gn language. 
(16 papers .) 

(Section-Leader Prof. 
G. Nickel) was one of the two biggest at the Congre ss . The 
common aim was to ·find ·methods i nvest i gat ing equ iva lences, 
correspondences, and divergences between source and ta r get lan­
guage in a large variety of language pairs . In a nwnber of pa­
pers on phonology it was claimed that neither so- calle d clas ­
sical phonem i cs nor generative phonolotiy are ent irely adequate 
for predictin g and explaining interference phenomena, and t he 
need f or empirical studies was pointed out c l ear l y. A number 
of papers showed that fi r st langu age in t erference does not s im­
ply re sul t in error s or reinfor ceme nt, and that a more delicate 
classifica t ion of so- called transfer phenomena is necessa r y . 
As wa s the case i n the section on the sph ere of tra nsla t ion and 
others, innovat i ons i n linguistic theo r y were quite rea dily a­
dopted as the f ramework for a contrastive investigation in va-
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rious papers deali ng with syntax. The Instability in the use of 
terms like "e quivalence", "c orrespondence", "int erference", etc., 
which are fun damental to contrastive analysis turne d out to be 
a major draw-back in the present stat e of this branch of applied 
lingui stics . The practical impl i cat io ns for the l anguage t eac h­
er pointe d out in this s ect ion incl ude d the grad ing of teaching 
mater ial, the development of approp ri ate exercise s notably for 
the advanced learner, by helping him to go beyond t he mechan ica l 
mastery of some target l a nguage st ructures and t o aim at native 
speaker profic ie ncy, and finally th e pre paration of suitable 
textbooks and progr ammes for school - tea c hing or the t r aining of 
interpreter s . - By and l a r ge the report s in this section have 
shown that despite the publi cations of the Center for Applied 
Lingu isti c s con t r ast ive analysis is sti ll in a ra ther problem-
a tic stage, What vre nee d now are more de tai led and more compre­
bensive contrastive stud ies, which live up to the expectations 
of its many adherents and supporter s and which convince those 
who are still r ather sceptical abou t the approach and its use­
fulnes s . (28 papers.) 

(Sect i on-Leader 
Prof. J. Gumperz) was closely rel ated t o t he third plenary ses­
sion. The papers given here centered round problems of lan­
guage plannin g in multilingual communities, the rel atio n of 
linguistic to social at titudes, the r ole of st anda r d English 
in foreign communities, the problems inhe rent in the idea of a 
universal auxiliary language, the functional varieties of'. lan­

other linguistic aspects closely r e late d to the so­
c1olog1c al st ructur es of the communities involved. 

The aston ishin g variety of subjects offered at t his Congress 
perhaps suggests that the young science of appli ed linguistics 
should give some thought to what the limits of its field are 
or should be . Despite the multitu de of top ics broach ed and 
fields cover e d during the five -day there was e very­
where evidence of connectivity the sections. This su­
r e ly sug gGsts that furth e r unific at ion and system atizati on in 
the field will be possible in the near future. 

The main assembly of members agr eed to a r eor ganizat i on of 
the Committ ee . The f ollowing appo i ntments wer e 
Mr. S.P. Cord e r, Pres ident in his func t i on a s Presid ent of the 
BAAL; ·th e Secr e tary Gene r al , to bfJ nominated by the Associations 
Scandinaves de Lingui st ique Applique e , AScLA; Dr. Jacqu e s 
Qvistg aard , Treasurer and Congress Organ i z1::r. 

The next AILA Congr ess will be held in late August 1972 
in Copenhagen, tho next but one in Weste rn Ger many. In ord er 
to ensur e that the futur ~ AILA Congr esses f unction as eff i-
ciently as possible it is planned to set up se­
minars on to pics·of app li e d linguisti c s which appoa r 1;Jd parti­
cularly important at th1::J Cambri dge Congr ess . Furt her, it is 
intended to establi sh international committees whose function 
will be · to att empt to ga in recognition f or applied lin Guis tics 
as serious academic discipl ine worthy of an appr opri ate place 
in universities and similar institutions . To achieve this end 
the separ ate national organizations in AILA will have to work 
as ha rd as the c entral organ iz ation i tself . 
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Notes from the AILA General MeetinK 

at September 1969 

1 It was left to the future Committee to decide on the 

formulation of§5 of the Proposal for the reconstruc­

tion of the A.LL.A., as follows, "three vice-Presidents" 

or "at least three vice-Presidents". 

2 It was recommended that the Committee give full atten­

tion to§§5-7 of tlie mentioned Proposal. 

3. There should be seven office-holders, a quorum of fives 
the president, secratary general and treasurer and two 

more Committee membars, 

Notes from the AILA Committee meetin held immediatel 

after the AILA General MoetinR: 

1. The restricted Committee of offi ce-holders, according to 

§§3-5, should consist of the followin~persons, being 

delegatos from nattonal~ssociations: 

Office-bearer 

President 

Vice-President 

Secretary 
General 

Treasurer and 
Congress Organ­
iser 

Function 

·chairman of the National 
Soci ety which was host 
of the last Congress 

Chairman of the: National 
Society which was host of 
the penultimate Congress 

Chairman of a Society 
repr osenting the East 
European Countries 

Chairman of the National 
Society which will be host 
to the Congress after next 
one 

Individual 

S.P. Corder, 
B.A.A.L. 

/To be nominated 
by the A.F.L.A./ 

Prof. I. Poldauf 
Working Comm. for A.L. 
in Czechoslovakia 

Prof. Ge rhard Nickol 
G.A.A.L. 

Chairman of a Society Prof. G. Rondeau, 
repros enting the American Ass.Canadienne de L.A. 

hemisphere 

Chairman of th(-l National Prof. Bertil Malmberg, 

Society which will be A.S.L.A. and A.Sc.L.A. (1 ) 

host to the next Congress 

Prof. Jac~ues Qvistgaard, 
A.D.L.A. 
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Committee members 

One representative from each affiliated national Society. 

Already nominateds 

Hungary 

German Dumocr. 
Republic 

Austria 

Co-opted Members 

Dr. G. Szepe 

Prof. Dr. A. Neubert 

Prof. Dr. E. Weis 

Dr. Norman Denison, London 

Prof. Max Gorosch, Stockholm 

Mr. John Trim, Cambridge 

(1) It was decided that the AScLA should nominate the 
Secretary General; Prof. Bertil Malmberg was nominated, 
at a meeting 31st Oct.- 2nd Nov. 1969; Prof. Malmberg 
proposed that prof. Max Gorosch be Deputy Secretary Gen­
oral, which was accepted by the AScLA and shall havo to 
be, confirmed by AILA Committee meeting. 

2. It was agreed upon that the nE:lxt mueting of the AILA 
Committee should take place in Vienna, first weeks of 
Feb:;-u~ry. 



AILA meeting, Cambridge, 11th September 196_2 

Proposal for the 

Reconstitution of AILA 

1) Ea.oh National Association, as of right upon payment of the 

annual per capita contribution to AILA (see 9 below), should 

nate one representative, who will normally be the President, Gen­

eral Seoretary or other Committee member of the Association con­

oerned, to the AILA Committee 

2) -All members of the AILA Committee, thus reconstituted, 

should be invited to an annual meeting. If any member is on a. 

ca.sion unable to attend a meeting, he should be represented by a 

subst _itute nominated by his National Committee. Substitutes thus 

delegated would assume for tha.t occasion only the full rights of 

AILA Commi_ttee membership and the duties of any office held by _ the 

absent member 

3) The office of AILA President should be assumed for the pe­

riod between AILA by the President of the National As­

sooiation which was host to the last International Congress. 

(He will also be the AILA Committee member for his National Asso­

ciation) 

4) The office of AILA General Secretary for the same period 

should be assumed by an AILA Committee representative from the 

host Association(s) for the next International Congress 

5) There should be in addition at least three vice-Presi­

dents to be selected by the AILA Committee from among its mem­

bars, on a geographical basis (one from W.Europe, one from 

E. Europe and one from a non-European country), and a treasurer 

6) The President, General Secretary and Treasurer (or their 

substitutes as - nominated by their National Associations) plus 

a.ny two further AILA office-bearers (or their substitutes) 

should constitute a. quorum for the annual meetings of the AILA 

Committee 

7) The AILA Committee should continue to be empowered to 

further member s.s required 
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8) Aesoci8:t .e _a_ffi_liation to AILA should __ continue to be avail­

able, in countries where there is no National Association with di­

rect membership, to other appropriate centres or organisations, 

as determined by the AILA Committee, on payment of an annual sub­

scription also to be determined by the AILA Committee. Such asso­

c~ate affiliation would confer the right to representation by a 

delegated obse~er at annual meetings of th~AILA Committee 

9) The annual per capita AILA levy payable by all National 

in respect of their membership should be determined 

by the AILA Committee from time to time in consultation with 

National Associations. For t~e coming year it should remain at 

3 Swiss francs 

10) Direct membership of AILA should continue to be avail­

able .. to individuals from countries having no National Assc:icia­

tion, and to individuals in other countries who so prefer, on 

an annual subscription of 15 S,1iss francs. Individ­

ual membership of AILA confers the right to vote at 

Me~tings of AILA but not to _representation on the AILA Commit­

tee (nor, of course, to ?1embership of a National Association 

where this already exists) 

Tasks of the AILA Committee 

In addition · to the sponsoring of International Congresses of 

Applied Linguistics the steering group foresaw the following 

tasks for the AILA Committee in the immediate future: 

11-)- to draft as soon as possible permanent statutes for ap­

proval by the National Associations 

12) to sponsor, encourage, and where possible assist in 

inter-Congress years, international seminars, re­

search groups on the lines of . those already started on a na­

tional basis by some Associations 

13) ·to encourage and where possible assist in the distri­

bution and, if appropriate, publication, of the results a­

chieved by such seminars and ·groups 
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14) to sponsor the production of an informal newsletter pro­

brief reports and announcements of interest to its mem-

for the present, it was not considered appropriate to start 

an AILA journal in competition with those already 

in existence 

15) The funds accruing from National Association levies will 

be used (apart from meeting the necessary minimum expenses of 

the Committee) 

a) to provide some "apital cover for and/or a contribu­

tion towards the organisation of International and 

of the seminars and research groups envisaged above, and 

b) to assist with the di s tribution and/or publishing 

of the results 

16) To help in the ,:,f these activities, the 

AILA Committee will consider the setting up of such sub-commit­

tees as become necessary 
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AILA MEETING 

2-3 February 1970 

MINUTES 

o. The meetin(, 

.. :.e` ct as lo PH 12 .. 0 

0 

Unive~sity of Vienna, Karl Luegersstrasse 1. 

Arbeitsgemeinschaft fi.ir Angewandte Sprach­
wissenschaft, Prof. Dr. Erich Weis 

0.3 · · Present, President Pit Corder 

v.President Gerhard Nickel 

· v.President Ivan Poldau.f 

Exec. Seer. Gen. Max Gorosch 

BAAL 

GAL 

Czecoslovakian 
Working Commit tee 
on Applied Ling­
uistics 

ASLA 

Treasurer and 
Congress Organ. Jacques Qvistgaard 

Delegate G. 

Delegate Erich Weis 

AJ)LA 

Hungarian Workin g 
Committee on Applied 
Linguistics 

Arbeitsgemeinschaf t 
Angewandte 

Vienna 

Since the president, the Seer.Gen. (Bertil Malmberg repre­
sented by Max Gorosch) and the Treasurer plus more than 
two more members of the Committee were present, the re­
quired quorum was reached. 

1. The President opened the Committee meeting and the Draft 
Agenda proposed by the secretariat was adopted. 

2. v.Presiclent Nickel gave a sho r t r eport on the 2nd Inter­
nation al Congress in Cambri dge in Sept~mber 1969; 
his report will be published in t hG AILA Bulletin nr. 1. 

The Committee unanimously dec i ded to express its great 
satisfaction and appreciation concerni ng the way in which 
the BA.AL committee and particularly Dr. John Trim had 
fulfilled their task s i n connection wi t h t hG 2nd Inter­
national AILA Congr ess . 

3. The Committee discu ssed the organization of the next AILA 
Congres s and in that connection also the definit ion of 
applied l;i.nguistics. 



- 15 -

3,1 The secretary gave a summary of what had been draft ed al ­
ready in Cambridge on th!J betw e en-congresses work of the 
AILA and the Congress itself; the proposed guidelines, 
see App . 1, were accepted; th(:lr e however, doubts on 
the applicability, in humanistic sciences, of the scheme 
App , 1, poin t ).2. 

3 . 2 The dates would be August 21st - 26th, if the Conseil In­
ternational Purmanent des Linguistos C.I.P.L.) choses 
the dates 28/8 - 2/9 for its internaiional congress; the 
secre tariats of the two associations are in touch concern­
ing this point, and the C. I.P.L. will decision 
in the first half of May 1970, at a Committee meeting in 
Bologna, to which s ecretary, Dr . Heilmann, 
Bologna, will invit e 

3 . 3 The Committee agr~ ed upon it that the definition of 
applied linguistics should be elastic for 

national association should decide on tho do­
mains it would like to cover and the c a t ego ries of mem­
bers it would like to include . The standpoint taken in 
Cambr idge, that each host country could give its partic­
ular "key-note" to the Congress, was confirmed, The key 
word for the activities of the AILA and its national as­
sociation and groups should be quality and q_uality could 
be guaranteed by the q_ualification s of the members as 
well as by the level of the ac tivit i e s . 

4. holders 

4.1 The of prof . B&rtil Malmberg to the 
f unction of Secr e tary was unanimously confirmed . 
The AScLA: s elclction of prof . Max Gorosch to the function 

General S8cretary was also confirmed. 

4.2 The function period of tho co- optud members Denison, 
Gorosch and'l'rim was extend8d to to tha next 
Congress. 

paragraph 5 of the Propos al for Reconstruction, the 
wording "at least three vice - presidents " was accepted. 
One post as vice-President had been reserved for France, 
but as the AFLA had not given any a nswer this post 
shoul d be left out for and the matte r could 
be reconsidered later on. 

4.4 Concerning§§ the Pro:posal for Reconstruction, 
the followin g problem was rais ed by president Pit Corder& 
If · a person was elected to a function in the AILA Com­
mittee in virtue of the function he occupied in a nation­
al organization, as is the case of one of 
the Vice - Presiden ts and the Sec r eta ry 0'3ner a l and the lat­
ter function period did not coincide with that of the AILA 
Committee's (which was going to happen in his own case), 
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the continuity of the work in the function he represent­
ed would be broken, and if many such cases happened during 
the three years the continuity of the AILA Committee's 
work on the whole coul d be endangered. It was decided that: 

a) the paragraph should be modified in such a way that the 
holders of the functions in questi0n wE1re designated 
for three years an d should continue in their functions 
even if a change was made in t heir function in the na­
tional association, unless strong reasons were present­
ed by the latter for a change of person in the AILA 
Committe e~ 

b) the AILA Secretariat8 should wri te a letter to the 
recommendin tJ it to designate their actual presi­

dent (Pit Corder) as their delegate in the AILA Com­
mittee. 

5. Messrs Trim, Qvistgaard and Weis were elected as a sub­
on statutes. It was understood that the col­

laboration should take place by correspondance and that 
Dr. Weis should start the "mailing". A draft proposal 
should be ready for the next committee m~titing, see 6. 

6. Prof. Nickel invited the Committee to the next GAL meet­
ing which is to take place 9-10 October · 1970 and the AILA 
Committee could then meet during the days 10-11 October 
(Saturday - Sunday). 

7 , In th~future should be combined with seminars, 
symposia, confere:nces etc. to which the committee members 
could go either as lecturers, being paid by the organizer, 
or as participants bein6 paid by their educational author­
ities etc.; see under 6. 

8. Th1; C. LL.A. was admi "a part as National 
association Switzurland. 

9. Dr. propose d that tht:l term Workinp; Committee be 
ust:ld for the AILA groups in Hungaria; Prof. Poldauf accept­
ed this term also for Czeckoslovakia. 

10, Membership: individual memb~rship would be accepted ; 
each individual case would bu discussed by the, Com­
mittee. In principle, AILA is a federation and as such 
prefers to me mbers national associations, work -
ing committees and 

11. Li st of Linguistics Centres. It was point ed out 
that such a list had already been set up by the CRLLB, 
Michigan (Cappell e , Paris), and that Harlan Lan e had made 
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a tour in Europe for that purpose. Information will be 
collected and disseminated as an Appendix to our Bulletin, 
free to all our members. 

12. The AILA Bulletin or Newsletter 

1. Qbjectives: be between the AILA Committee and 
the national between t.he AILA Committee 
and all AILA members; between all AILA members. Only 
for AILA "busi ness talk", not for scientific informa­
tion. 

2. Periodicity1 4-5 issues a year. 

3. Proposed main headlines: 

a. The AILA Calendar: programmes of the national as­
sociations. /In a principle, all national meetings 
are open to all AILA members/. 

b. Lists of commissions or working parties, and of 
their responsables (full addresses incl.telephon e!) 

c. Working documents, inf ormal, stencilled, from group 
meetings, seminars, symposia etc., available for 
AILA members. 

d. Master and doctoral thesis ava ilable for AILA 
members; expenses covered by the persons who want 
to get them. 

4. Languages: the Bulletin will publish contributions 
as they are sent in; pref. English, Fronch, German, 
Russian. 

5. Modifications of manuscripts : can be shortened with­
out asking the author's permission. 

••••••••••••• ,. ,.,. ,. ,. ,. ,. 

........... -............... . 

1 

.. 55 11 Commis sions 

Commissions were set up on the followin5 topics and with 
the following task centres (sub-commissions and sub-centres 
will be stated in later issues of the Bulle tin ) 

a. Contrastive linguistics 

b. Lexicography , inc l. 

c . Modern langu age teaching for 
adults, incl . examinations 
and test s 

Prof.Dr Gerhard Nickel 
of Stuttgart 

Dozent Dr 
Wiesolburg 

Prof. Max Gorosch 
Working Party Modern Lai:iguago 
Teaching for Adults, Univ e rsi ty 
of Stockholm 
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d, Training of t e achers of lang­
uage for special purposes 

e. Special linguistic probl ems 
me t with in tho international 
technical co-operation and the 
language training of interna­
tional expe r ts and volunteers 

Prof. Jacques Qvistgaar d 
Copenhagen School of 
Economics 

Dr. Lennart dhne l~ 
Swedish International 
Development _Authority 

15.2 Concernin g other commissions, the following proposals were 
made without mentioning any defin ite task centres nor 
"task masters11: 

15.3 

15.4 

15.5 

a. Langu age for specia l purposes 
(see under 15. 1 d) 

b. Examinations, tests, and 
certificates 

c. Quantitative linguistics 

d. Langu age teaching technology 
(The definition of this term 
however needs to by convened 
upon) 

e. Sociolinguistics and l anguag e 
teaching, incl. language and 
culture 

f. Psycholinguistics and language 
teaching 

g. Child .langua ge 

h. Medical applied . linguistics · 

i. Writing problems, shorth and etc. 

j. Applied phonetics 

It was decided that shoul d be encouraged . to send 
in to the Secretariat propos als for these and other · com­
misions with names of task centres, after consulting their 
national associations. 

Teachers traini ng was not consid ered a topic of applied 
linguistics, in Britain; other national associations, 
howev er, have commiss ions on the topic; the matt e r is left 
to the judgment of each association . A compromise would be , 
to promote the i nclusion of compulsory courses on applied 
linguistic s in th1:i basic and continued training of . langu age 
teachers. 

The Commi tte .e consider e d that the commission work would. 
be of the utmost i mportance for AILA: s that it 
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would be a heavy task in many respects to start networks, 

task cen tres and commiss i ons ; and tha t it would be a sat­

resul t if, unt il the next Congress, four or 
five commissions wer e f unctioning. 

The Commit tee accepted !ratefully the offer of Professor 

Nickel (see paragraph 6 to mee t next time in Stuttgart, 

on 9-11 Octobr e 1970. 

The thanked the Secretariat for it s preparatory 

work, and all those pre sent for t heir ac t ive participation 

in the discussions, and declared t ho Committee meeting 

closed. 
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Draft proposal 
for the Committee meeting 2-3 Febru!:l.ry 1970 

Working d oc..:ument 

General planning of activities 

1. General outlines 

1,1 AILA should be active in between-Congress periods, and these 
activities should be co-ordinated with those of the Congress 

1.2 In between-Congress periods, AILA should organize activities 
in the form of committees or commissions, covering the main 
fields of research and development which are of interest for 
its members. A committee at the European level should co­
ordinate the activities of committees working on the same 
topic at the national levels; see further details under 3. 

1.3 Suitable forms for these activities: Congress (600-1.000) -
Conferences (100) - seminars and symposia (30-60) - expert 
meetings 

An appropriate distribution of functions, within the whole 
framework, should be aimed at; in order not to charge the 
Congress programme to much, the Conferences should take up 
important specialized topics; etc, 

1,4 As far as possible, the commissions should be represented, 
in one way or the other, at the Congress, and the commis­
sion should prepare that participation in collaboration 
with the Congress organizer. 

1.5 Information concerning the between-Congress activities 
should be given in the informal AILA bulletin, 

2 • The work of the 
. commissions 

2. 1 1.rhe concrete goals of each commission should be set in 
accordance with the AILA steering committee. 

2.2 Each commission at the Europe an leve l should be l ead by 
a "task-forc e " - a centre or a body of persons. 

2 • .3 Each commission should set up its own programm e of activ­
ities and work in the forms it thinks convenient. 
meetings of the commission will be ad lib at the cost of 
the participants. 

2.4 The task-force sho ul d r epo rt on the progress made in 
their activities, to the AILA steering committeti , for 
ult imate publication, e . g. in the inform a l 

essential task for the commission will be to prepare 
the work of the corresponding group at the congress, 
see 3,2, 1 
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3. The 

3.1 There would be Main Committee Meetings, Plenary Sessions, 

and Marginal Events. 

3.2 The Main Committee Meetings, 1. report sent out in advance 

3.3 The Plenary Sessions 

3.4 Marginal events 

by the respective AILA com­
mittee, as a working docu­
ment, incl. proposals for 
recommendations and resolu­
t i ons 

2. papers or comments on con­
crete points of the report, 
prepare d by the participants 
no longer than 5 minutes/ 
500 words, and sent in ad­
vance to the Congr. organ­
izer 

3, panel of committee members, 
to answer 

4. q_uestions and observations 
to concrete points of the 
report. 

1. key-note by top key-noter 

2. 4-5 main lectures followed 
by d. 1scuss1on 

3. recommendations and resolu­
tions - po licies based on ... 
reports f rom main groups 

of soft-ware 
("active") 

2. nationa l & group 
meetings - time provided. 
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List of Members 

of the AILA Committee 

S.P. Corder 
Chairman, British Association 
for Appl~ed 

Gerhard Nickel _ 
Chairman, Gesellschaft 
Angewandte Linguisti k 

Association Fran9aise 
de Lingu.istique Appliquee 

Vice-Pres'ident G. Rondeau 
Association Canadienne 
de Linguistique Appliquee 

Vice-President Ivan Poldauf 
Working Commission for Ap­
plied Linguistics 
in Czechoslovakia 

Secretary Bertil Malmberg 
General Chairman, Associations 

Scandinaves de Linguistique 
Appliquee 

Executive Max 
Secretary Gen. 

Treasurer 
and Congress 
Organiser 

Jacques Qvistgaard 
Chairman, Association Danoise 
de Linguistique Appliquee 

Norman Denison 

J.L.M. Trim 

Dept.of Applied Linguistic s 
University of Edinbur gh 
14, Buccleuch Place 
Edinbur~h 8 
Great Britain 

Lehrstuhl 
Anglistik:Linguistik 

Universitat Stuttgart 
Goethestrasse 2 
7 
Federal Republic of Germany 

/To be nominated 
by the AFLA/ 

Universite de Montreal 
Case Postale 6128 
Montreal 
Canada 

Noskova 11 
8 

Czechoslovakia 

Dept. of Linguistics 
University of Lund 
Lund 
Sweden 

Skil jevagen 32 
182 36 Danderyd 
Sweden 

Copenhagen School 
of Economics 
Howitzvej 60 
2000 Copenhagen F 
Denmark 

Dept.of Language Studies 
London School of Economic s 
Houghton Street 
London W.C.2 
Great Britain 

Depa rtment of Linguistics 
University of Cambridg e 
Sidgwick Avenue 

Grea t Britain 
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